
“This Is Our Home: The Jacaranda Club 1958-2018” The Jacaranda Club, Slater Street, Liverpool, 
United Kingdom. Friday 24th - Sunday 26th August, 2018.!!

“[The Beatles] were a photographer’s dream, !
they were my dream” - Astrid Kirchherr.!!

“There is a popular notion that the photographer is by nature a voyeur. !
The last one invited to the party. But I’m not crashing; this is my party. !

This is my family, my history” - Nan Goldin.!!
A new exhibition to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Liverpool’s iconic Jacaranda Club opens Friday 24!
August during a celebratory weekend of events. “This is Our Home”: The Jacaranda Club 1958-2018 is!
an exhibition of photographs, advertisements, posters, and ephemera relating to the past and present!
history of the iconic Slater Street club, curated by Marlie Centawer, and runs  24-26 August 2018.!!
As one of the first coffee bars in post-war Britain, The Jacaranda Club - affectionately known as “The Jac”!
- was opened by Allan Williams in 1958, featuring a record shop upstairs and live music in its basement.!
One of these groups was The Silver Beetles, featuring art students John Lennon and Stuart Sutcliffe, who!
Williams employed to paint the walls and a mural in the basement.!!
 “This is Our Home”: The Jacaranda Club 1958-2018 features artefacts and ephemera from the Jac’s 
legacy and history; then and now. The exhibition is curated by Liverpool-based Marlie Centawer, a writer, 
musician and photographer, as well as an adjunct lecturer with the Centre for Studies in Arts and Culture 
at Brock University, Canada <http://www.marliecentawer.com> !!
Much of the exhibition has been donated from original attendees, some loaned from galleries and 
collectors, and other images extracted from Beatle books and documentaries, including members-only 
cards used for entry to the club in the 1960s, advertisements in local Liverpool music newspapers, and 
images of the venues’ interiors and layouts over the years. !!
Original prints of the posters for The Beatles’ first and last appearances at The Jacaranda, designed by 
Tony Booth and on loan from his son Lee, are also on display. These posters document a significant 
moment in The Beatles history: The Jacaranda was where the group auditioned Pete Best and also the 
last venue they played before their famous trip to Hamburg on 15 August 1960. !!
This archive material has been paired with Centawer’s more recent images, which document the energies 
and aesthetic of ‘the new Jac’ since its re-opening in 2015, inspired by the work of photographers Astrid 
Kirchherr and Nan Goldin. Kirchherr’s iconic images of The Beatles in Hamburg are also featured - and 
for sale - in the exhibition (Red House Originals Gallery in Harrogate). The exhibition also looks to the 
women associated with the Jac, past and present, and connects Centawer’s research on the history of 
women in music, cities, and photography for her PhD in Cultural Studies with The Jacaranda’s legacy.!!
Centawer’s research on 1960s British music and youth culture found her fascinated with The Jacaranda 
and she soon realised her experience was part of a much larger tradition in the history of British music 
and nightclubs:  “Places like The Jacaranda Club make us feel connected to something much larger than 
ourselves; The Jacaranda has housed these types of transformative experiences for people for sixty!
years and we want to celebrate its powerful legacy with this exhibition and weekend of events.”!!
A trip to the newly reopened Jacaranda Club’s open mic, hosted by Thom Morecroft, on a trip to Liverpool 
in 2015, a city where where she knew no one, changed everything: “I descended down those stairs, on 
Paul McCartney’s birthday synchronistically, and a whole new world opened up to me: musicians playing 
some of the best music I’d ever heard, artists and poets, and some of the most beautiful faces I’d ever 
seen, all in this incredible iconic basement. I felt like I was welcomed into and belonged to some new, 
exciting cultural moment, made amazing new friends at midnight, and never wanted to leave.”

http://www.marliecentawer.com

